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Iegidnyn

YOO TG AVAOKOTNONG ATOTELEL 1] OLEQEVVNOT TOV EVOEIEEWV %aL TOV OPELOVS (TG TN Y001 YN0 PUALL-
%0V 0E€mG. 'vooto amo deraetieg, T0 @UALLHO O0EV ATOTELEL OVOVTIXATAOTOTO EQYUAEID OTT) (PUOETOO TOV
Maevtijoa Yo Tnv opedt] €xfaon g »inong. Avaintidnzav pehéreg amo to PubMed, to Medline »on T
pdon dedouévav tov Cochrane. IIAN0doa #old oyedaouévav neleTdy delyyvouy 6TL 1| CVOTNUOTIXY (001}-
YNOMN QUALL®OU OEEMS TQOYEVVITIXG, LELDVEL TNV ERPAVIOT] AVOLUMOV JLOTAITENS TOV VEVQLXOV COAMVa
(AANY) aArd ®or dAAov ovyyevav avopoiiov. Ov (AANX) meguhoupdvovy €va evel gdone avopaiov
duamhaong Tov gufovov xar M guyvetnTa Tovg vroloyitetan og 1/1000 xurjoerg. LTV avaoxroTnon wov
ax0lov0el meQLyEdpeTaL 0 QOAOG TOV PUAMXOV 0EEMS 0T (PUOLOAOYLXY] AVATTTVEY ToV Eufovov, oty mtabo-

@uotoloyio Tov AANL, T TQOTELVOUEVA GYILATA YOQT)YTOTS XL 0 QOAOGS NiaS VYLOUS dLaTeogNS.

A€EEeig xAetdid: UAMKG 0V, aveopaiies SidTAoong Tov VEVQLXOU OWAVO., OUYYEVE(S avopolies, TOOAYN

Ewayoyn

27070 TG TAEOVOOE OVOLOROTNONG AtoTELEL 1) dLe-
0eUvnon Tov QOAOU TOV PUAMROU 0EEmS oty Mau-
evtx]. H exidpaon twv emmédmv touv guilixor
0E€mg omv  ExPaon g »inong €xer diepevvnBel
edw nou apnetég dexraeties. ITpwrog o Wills! avtt-
uetTdmoe v ueyalofhootiny ovoiuto ®rotd TV
winon ue ) yonon exyviioparog poywds to 1931.
Alhol ggevvnTég nehétnoay v Bepameio ™ ueya-
MOPAOOTIHIS avoupiag oY ®UNON ®OL T OUVOYETL-
oav pe v EMen puirol oEEmc?.

Meh€teg mov dieveQynOnxav otig dexraetieg tov S0’

%o Tov 60° odNynoav oto ovuTEQaoua, OTL 1 KO-
YNoN UAMXOU 0EEMG xaTd T SLAQRELL TS ®UNONG
UELOVEL TV TLBOVOTTO. €VOELOS OE PUAMXKO OED %ol
N X0eNyNnon tov oto 20 ot 30 TiuNvo amotéheoe
ovvnBeg mpolmuxd uétpo dudowas vyeias. To
1970 to Apepuravind Zvupovlo Toopwv ot Aa-
TEOPNE3 OUVEOTNOE ™V TEOPUAGKTIXY] YOO YNom
UMMV 0EEmg 0 Oheg Tig emitoreg (200-400 ug/d).
H mooxtiny] awty mov vioBetifnure otig avamtuooo-
UEVES YMDOECS, UEIMOE OQOUATIRG TIS TEQLTTOOELS EA-
reymg QuAMROU 0EEmg ov odnyovoav o€ peyaho-
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Braotiny avaupio. H mooyevviuny yoonynomn @u-
Mnov 0EEmg poli pe oldnEo peldvel Ty mboavaeTTo
avemdoxelag ot Vo TAEoV ouvnOLoUEVA LYVOOTOL-
yelo Tov oyetiCovron ue taboroyio g ®imong.
Mio emumhéov vtdBeom, oxeTllouevn ue | xovon
TOU PUAMXOU OEEmG, Texunolmdnre 1o 1990. T
TTOAAA YOOVLOL OL EQEVVNTES VTTOTTEVOVIOV TV OVOYE-
TLON TOV XAUNADV emITEdWV PUAAMKOU 0EEMS 1oL
™ME EUPAVIONG EUPQUIRMV OVOUCAWY, ELORATEQN
OVOUOMOY  SLTTAAOEWS TOV  VEVUQLXOU  COM|VOL
(AANX)45. TTapohavtd, 1| oVOXETLON aUT dEV emtL-
Bepondnure uéyol g agyxéc tov 1990. Meydhleg pe-
AEtec OEDEIEQY OTL 1] TQOYEVVNTLXY| YOONYN O PUA-
MroU 0EEmG HELOVEL TV eUAvVIoN® ahhd row TV
emaveppdvion’ tov AANZ.

To @uhxd 08U Bonbd oty maaywyn ®ou duoti-
onon twv véwv ruttdomv. Elvar onuaviird cvoto-
TG 0€ TEQLOOOVG TOV YOQARTNOILOVTAL 0TS TOyEDL
wTTOOWY OLalpeomn %o avamTuEn (my. eufouiny
now veoyvirt) teptodog). O odnyieg amnd emionuovg
poeic Anudoiag Yyiewvng avEnoav v evouctnto-
onon Tov yevirov inBuopot pe otéyo TV TEo-
AMym ovyyevadv ovouchov énwg ot AANZ pe
¥ONON QUALLXOU OEEMG.

Apretéc nehéteg ovuméQavay GTL 1 X0 yNoN QUA-
MxrovU 0E€wg, natd v meEl v oUMIYN meplodo,
UITOQEL €miONG VO UELDOEL TOV R{VOUVO EUPAVIONG
%L GAA®MV OVOUCMOV 0TS OVOUOM®OV TG ROQ-
G089 Tov ovpomomTrove-10 ayLotiect 111213 avm-
oMV Twv axomve xotr mulmowiic otévwongl4.
“Eyet vtohoywoBel 611 o1 Wogg amd autég TG ovo-
UOAlEC UTOEOVY Vo TEOANPOOUY, edv oL yuvaireg
™G OVOTTOQAYWYWHS NMRIOS ROTOVOADVOUV 1ROV
TOOSTNTA PUAMKOU OEEMG, €lTe NEOM TS XOONYN-
ong ovumAnewudtmv eite UECH TG HATOVAA®ON
TEOPWYV EUTAOVTLIOUEVOV UE PUAMKG 0EV1S16,17,

Emdnuoroyia »or xAngovomuxdtnra otig
OVORUALES OLUTAGTENS TOV VEVQLXOV COMIVA

Ov avouolieg ovyrlong tov vevEWwoy OCmAqva
amotehoUv  ueitoveg ouyyevels avopohies mov
opelhovror 0Ty amotuyion OUyrALONG TOU VEVQLROU
OOM|VOL OTO AVATEQO 1] OTO XATWTEQO (KOO TOV UE-
TaEU g ToltE %o TETOQTNS efOOUAdOS UETA T
oMY (nuépa 26 €mg muépa 28 uetd ™ OUVAM)-
Ym)18. O emmoraouds (0.5-4.0/1000 yevviioels) twv
AANZ petafdhlheton Ot SLAPOQES YEWYQOPLRES
TEQLOYES TOU TTAOVITH UL TTAQOVOLATEL UELMUEVN
enttmrwon (1.58/1000 yevvioeig €mg 0.86/1000 yev-
VNOELS) OVAAOYT IE TNV OVOTTAQWOT TOU QUAMHKOU
o&€mg ot dwatpogn!l®. St Hvouéveg TTolreieg

Avaotaodrng 1oL ouv.

™g Auegowiic o AANZE amoteloUv pol amtd TG ov-
vnO€otepeg ovyyevelc avouaiies pe mTOOO00TO
1/1000 yevviioeig20.

O nivduvog emaveupdvions avtavarhd ™ YEVETIXY
1odLdBe0oN OV VITOXEUTTTEL RADE YEWMYQOUPIXY TTE-
otoxn. YrmohoyiCetan GtL 0 nivouvog emaveupaviong
UE TV YONOoN PUAMXOU OEEMS UELDVETOL O€ TOOO-
016 1%. Zrov Kavadd n eugpdvion AANZ xotd ™
vévvnon uewwdnre amd 10/10.000 Covra €ufoua to
1991, o¢e 5.8/10.000 oto cvvolxrd aELBUS Yevviioewy
(Covra veoyvd xar evdowrjtolol Bdvatot to 1999)21,
H mapampovuevn pelmon oy eugdvion twv
AANZ ogeiletal emiong oty avEavouevn yonon
TOV dORUAOLDV TANBvoariS Otahoyng we T xon-
on VeV ARG RO BLOYNUADY ORUACLADV, TTOU
RATAAYEL 0T dLomoTT TS ®UMoNg GTav ovLyveUe-
T wdoyov Eupovo. Emiong, oty cvpmhjowon tov
TOOPMV Ue PUAMRS 08U ®aBMG %o 0TV awEavoue-
v xoNom TOABLTapyoUywv orevooudTmvzl,

H mthéov ovviing aution twov AANZ eilvan 1) molvma-
QUYOVTLXY] XANQOVOURATITAL AAAG RO YOWUOTMUL-
TIRES, TEQUTOYOVES KOL UOVOYOVIOLOKES OUTIES TTOV
dev €xovv uehetOel emoErmg o€ oy€on ue v €\-
rewpm M ™ xooNnynon euAlxov oE€wcl8. Ou #voLd-
TEQEC autieg ovvoyiCovion otov mivara 1.

Awatgog) zar uatoroyia

To @uluxd 08U eivan pioe vdaTodiohuti Prropivn
Tov ovumAéypatog B. Zto avBpwmivo €vtepo vmdo-
XOUv Poxtiola avd yio T ovvBeon tov, alld oL
TUQOLYOUEVES TOOOTNTES €lval €AAYLOTES nOL OEV
ETOOXOVV Y10 TIC NUEQNOLES avdyrec?2, Aga ) ®uoLo
YN @ulxoU oE€wg elvow 1 duatpogn. Toogeg
hovoLeg o€ PUAMMKG elvan ToL SuUNTELAXKA, TO OTTOVJ-
%L, Ol (PARES, TAL OTOQAYYLLL, TOL WITLCEMAL, T Aoty ovd-
%ot BouEeMv, TaL TOQTORAMA KO TO ROAOUTTONL.
To @uAMxro 08U €xel dvo Aettovpyies. Amotelel ov-
véviupo yua ta €viupa mov ovvBEtovy o DNA =
RNA, xou aswortelton yior ) LETATOOMY TS OUOXU-
otelvng og uebovivy. Zta apywd otddio g eu-
Bouniic avAamTuENS Ol ATAULTHOELS O€ VOURAEIXO 08U
®oL oe mpwteiveg elval Wialtego avEnuéveg rou
avAaloyeg (VoL ®aL Ol OTTOLTHOELS O QUAMXKG OEU.
‘Otav ta emimeda Tov QUAMROU (VoL AVETOQRY], TCL
VOUXAET®A 0EE0 avaOTEMOVTOL RADMS RAL 1) TTOLQOL-
ywy DNA yuoL Tig #UTtoQIreg tdoeig2,

Mnyaviopog meoinyns tov AANX

O axropig maBoPUOLOAOYIHOS UNYOVIOUOS TOOAN-
PYng twv AANZ péow g xoeNynons ¢uilxnot o&e-
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Iwvdxag 1: Avayvwpiouéva voorjuata mov oyeticovrol ue AANS

1.TToAvmaparyoviind.

Avopohieg Tov petofolopot e owoxvoteivng (MTHFR)

2. Movoyovidland.

Zuvopouo AR (acrocallosal)

Zuvopopo Cerebro-costo mandibular
ZUvdpopo mav-rutageomeviag (Fanconi)

Zvvopopo Fraser

Svvopouo Hydrolethalus

ZUvdpopo Jarcho-Levin

Svvdpono Mechel-Gruber
Zuvopopo AD Waardenburg’s

3. XomUoomurd.
Tourhoedia

ZUvdpopo Miller-Dieker (deletion 17p13.3)

Towowuia 9 (nwoaiopdg)

Towwpta 13
Tolowpio 18

Zuvopopo child (uetdhha&n tov yovidiov NSDHL X q 28)

4. Tepatoyova.

Eupouwnn vitepOeouio
Fetal alcohol syndrome

Zuvopopo Fetal aminopterin/methotrexate
Suvopopo-Fetal-valproate/ carbamazepine/maternal epilepsy
Zoryaoddng dropritng (TEolimdeyov/TEo-Tng CUMNYNG).

5. Ayviotov Atiohoyiog.

Laterality sequences

Caudal dysplasia sequence
Exotpogia g #hodxng

Limb-body wall complex
MovoCtuywtini ToAMiduuog ®inow.

g dev elvou yvwotos. H nvpidtepn Bemplo viroot-
oiCeL 6L M evmabelo o AANE mponahelton amd ye-
veTrG MABog 010 UeETOLOAOUS TOV PUAMKOU OEEMC
%o Oy ortd drowtiryy EMAenyn tov. H véBeon aw-
T VITOOTNEITEL OTL TO EUPOUO EYEL LELWUEVT TOOQO-
dooto ot UAMMXG axrdua ®ot dtay T, emimeda Tov
oto aluo eivar puotoloyrd. ‘Otav o uetafolondg
TOV PUAMKOU 0EEmC elval EMOTOUEVOC, Ta. ETITEdQ
OUORVOTEIVNG aWEdvovTaL. Me autdv ToV ToOmo e-
taffdhheTon 1 HQOOTNOLTNTA TV TALEOXRATW EVEV-
Uwv: TS ouvOeTAOoNS TS ®VoTABLOVIVNG, TG OVVBE-
tdone g uebrovivng xa ™e>10 ueBulnrc tetpa-
vdpuig avaywydons. Ta amoteAéopato peretav
€xovv deieL GTL VITdEYEL CLOYETLON UETAED TG AeL-
TOVQYIOS TV TOQATAV® EVEDUMVY ROl TG EUPAVL-
ong AANZ, xauw vroomeiCouv v Bempio dtL oL
AANZ gival TOMTAQAyOVTIRO OTOTELEOUA UE Pd-
01 YEVETIRA TOOOOLOQLOUEVO ENATTMNL23:24.25.26,27,

Mia Mydtepo amodexty Bempio vroomEiter 6Tl M

uetwon g eupdvions AANZ pe ™) xoqon @uilxoy
0EEmC elval ATOTEAEOUOL TS EXAEXTIRIC QTTOBOMIG TV
VOOOUVTIWVY EUSOUMV IOV TTEOROAEL TO uAMHKG OEVH28,

AROTEAEGUATIROTNTO TNG YO0NYNONS PUAAL-
%®0V 0EEmg EvavtL Tov AANX,

To vmovpyeio Yyetog twv HITA to 1992 eE€dmoe
odnyla yuo yuvaireg avamogaywyiig nawiog (15-
44 e1hv) ooy ovviotdran nuepyota Teooinyn 0.4
mg QuUMxoU 0E€mg. To 1996 1 Aueouavixy Y-
oeoia Iooimunig latowmiic USPSTF eE€dmoe ma-
oduoto. odyia pactouévy ota amoteAéouoTo. (eyd-
Mg tuyowomromuévng uehémg (RCT)O. H perét av-
™) €0e1€e oTaTloTiRd onuavtky ueliwon twv AANZ
o€ yuvaireg €nerta amnd yoorynon 0.8 mg puiiunov
0E€wg oV meQl-tn-ouMnym mepiodo (€va wiva
OV ATl TEOYQEAUUATIOUEVY CUAANYM). OL ouyyo-
elg natéyoapay éva meplotatind AANZ og winBv-
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ouo 3056 eménwy ov eAdupavay puilins o0&l €va-
viL evvéa meglotatwayv o€ 3056 emitoneg mov dev
Tovg yoonyovvtav. H duopopd avtn mogéueve on-
uovtiry €merta oo otanotint] dSteeBwon yio Tov T6-
%0, TNV TTAQEOVOTNL YOOIV VOOUATMY %L TO LOTOQL-
20U eUPQUIROU BOVATOU RO CUYYEVOUS OVOUOAOG.
To 1995, o Shaw »ow ouv ot ueAét Tovg avorol-
vooay oyetrd xivduvo OR = 0.65 (CI, 0.45 €mg
0.94) ue ™ x1MoN CUUTANEOUAT®V PUAMKOU 0EEMS
toelc ujveg o g oVAMNYMSl4. Mixpdteon uehé
oV otatotkd  dGEBwve wg mEOGS T droTTik
TEOOMYN PUAMKOT 0EEMC, OVOPEQEL OYETING RIV-
duvvo OR = 0.55 (CI, 0.25-1.22) ywo v naBnueot-
vi) xonon »aw OR = 0.92 (CI, 0.55- 1.55) ywo eQt-
otaoLary YO1oN CUUTANOMUAT®MV TOU TTEQLEY OV
PUAMRG 0ED. Oa mEEmeL va onuelmwBel Sumg otL ®at
ta Vo amotehéopata deV TAQOVOLALOVY OTOTLOTL-
] onuavtxomra.

To Titqua g emaveupdvions twv AANE gpgvwii-
Onxre amd A} TuA| uehét oty omoia ovpuetel-
yov 1195 vymAiov xvduvou xufoetg amd 33 wévroa
avagopds. To mocootd vrotpomig vitav 1% €vavtt
3.5% oug emitoreg mov ehdufovay 4 mgr uilrov
0EEmg mEO ™S OVAMMPNG %o Yo TG TMTES €EL
epdouddes g vunong’. Ze peta-ovdivon 13 uele-
v amd tov Wald xaw ouv30 tov aEwohoyel v xo1-
on ovumAnewudTmV QUAM®OU 0EEme, gaiveTon Gt
T0 Gelog elvoun ueyaditeQo og TANBVOUOUS EmTO-
ROV UE YOLUNAT TEQLEXTIRGTITA PUAMXOU 0EEMGS OTO
atpa. H perémn ovumepaivel ot  docoloyia, o€
YUVOIRES TTOU TOOYQOUUOTICOUV €yrupoovvy, Bo
mEEmeL va elvol S mgr MueENolme.

H yorjon tov @uilinov oE€mg penvel g AKNE,
oMd zow o vEa dedopéva (2006) amd to Ovrdolo
7o eneEeydodnxre n ouddo Motherisk3! delyvouv
ot 10 40% TV YUVOLRMV OVOTTAQOY YIRS NAwriag
eupavitovv emimedo QuAM®OU 0to alio rEdTeQa
v 900 nmol/L xow o oég amd avtég emimedo ®d-
o twv 700 nmol/L. AE{Cer va onueimBel Gt Ta 900
nmol/L  givow 1 eAdyLOT) aITaitnon Yo TEOoTAoio
Evavit tov AANZ32, Me Bdon avtd to dedopuéva
vrtohoyiCetan 6t 200.000 Kavadég emitoreg €xovv
VITOAEWTOUEVY TTEOOTAOI EVOVTL TV AANZE.

O ovyyeoves KatevBuvenoreg Odnyieg
tov Atedvav Emotnpovindv Evooeov

To 2003, to Apeguravird Koléyio Matgutixnig »ou
Tuvauroroyiag avabedonoe maladteon odnylo
TOV %Ol OUVIOTA TAEOV T XOQNYNOY CUUTANQMUOL-
T0G PUAMXOU 0EEmS (0.4 mg) Yo OAES TIS YUVOLIRES
avaToQOy Wy Lric nhriog33.

Avaotaodrng 1oL ouv.

H Apeouaviny] Aradnuio Owoyeverannig lotounng
(AAFP) ouvviotd ywoo g ehevBepeg LOTOQWHOU
AANZ yuvaireg mov emBuuovv texvomouiol T (o-
o1 ynom guihxot oE€mg og docohoyio amd 0.4 €mg
0.8 mg nueonoiwg. H B emomuoviny etoupio
ouviotd ) yoorynon 0.4 mg guihxol og GAeg TG
YUVOIRES QVOTTOQAYWYIRNG NAxriog34.

H Apeguovinr] Axadnuion Owoyeveromns Totouwng
%O Ol TTEQLOOGTEQES ETOTNUOVIRES EVOELS GAMV TV
XWEWV CUVLOTOUV TN XooNyNnon 4 mg gullxol 0EEmg
NUEENOLMG OF YUVALIRES UE LoToPWO EuPoiov AANZ.
Téhog M Aueoraviny] Aradnuio TToudiaroinijg3s-30
znow 1) Augguraviryy Aradnuio Nevpohoyiogd? ovvi-
otovv N xdbe wiae ™ docoroyio 0.4 mg QUALROU
0EEmG 08 OAEC TIC YUVOURES OVOTOQOYMYLRNG MAL-
®iag ®0Bdg oNUOVTLKG TOCOOTS TMV KVOEWV eV
g(VOlL TOOYQOUUOTLIOUEVES.

To ogperog Tov PUALLZOV 0EEWG EVavTL GLYYE-
VOV avopolav tégav tov AANX

To guAMKG 0BV TEOOPEQEL TEOOTATTC EVOVTL CUY-
YEVAOV OVOUAMBV GTTWS 0L XAQILOKES, TOU OVQOTOL-
NT®OU OVOTHUOTOS, TMV OYLOTLAV, TNG TUAMOLXYS
OTEVIONG %O TWV OVOUAAMDY TV AxQwvo-812,14,29,40
ToU ovpomomTtrov3s10 gyotiect1 L1213 gvopalieg
TOV ArEWVO %o TUAWELRNG OTEVOONGLA.

Shyyoovn avaoxommon mg Pupioyoapiog’® mov
€EETALOE TOV TTOOOTATEVTIXY] ETIOQOON TOV PUAALKOT
0EEmg VITOAGYLOE TV axdlovbn ueimon:
Kapdwayyeianés avopories: (OR  case-controls
0.78;[0.67-0.92] cohort/RCT 0.61[0.40-0.92]).
Avopohiec  tov  drpwv:  (OR  case-controls
0.48;[0.30-0.76] cohort/RCT 0.57[0.38-0.85]).
Zywotteg g vmepwag:  (OR  case-controls
0.76;[0.62-0.93] cohort/RCT 0.42[0.06-2.84]).
ZYLOTIES TOV TTEOOMITOV UE 1) XWOIS OYLOTOL TG VITE-
owagc: (OR  case-controls  0.63;[0.54-0.73]
cohort/RCT 0.58[0.28-1.19]).

Avopahieg Tov ovpomomtxov: (OR case-controls
0.48;[0.30-0.76] cohort/RCT 0.68[0.35-1.31]).
Zuyyeviic  vdpoxegalia:  (OR  case-controls
0.37;[0.24-0.56] cohort/RCT 1.54[0.53-4.50]).

Agv mo0aTnONONKRE TEOOTOTEVTIHG ATOTELECUOL UE-
oW TS X001YNONS PUAMKOU 0EEMS EVALVTL TOU CUV-
dpouov Down, xat g TUAmMOLKTS OTEVWOTS.

YuumeQaopato
Yrdgyel tAnbwoa amodeiEemv Gt ) cvoThuamx yo-

oNyNon uixol 0EEMG mEOYeEVYNTHA UELDVEL TNV
eupavion AANE adhd ®ow MOV CUYYEVHV OVMDUOL-
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Mayv. ‘Omwg meQLyQdpnre VITAQYOUV OLORETES dLOO-
QETIKES OTQUTNYLXES YLOL T1 XOONYNON TOU QUAALXOU
0EE€mg nou 1 emhoyn Tovg Ba eEapTnOel oUupova ue
TOV TANBUOUGS TTOV OTOYEVEL 1) TTOEEUSOLON).

Kortunng onuaoiag amotehet n avdyxn evouctnto-
moinong tov yvvaixeiov minBuouod mov Poloretot
0g ovoTToQaywywr nlxic yuor To ogEAN TG TEO-
YEVVNTIRNG YOONYNONGS pUAMXOU 0EEmS. O TQOPES
mhovoteg 0e QUAMMRG €xouv MO avagepBel oty
TOQOVO0L OVOLOXOTNON).

T v #00’” MuUEQa ®AMVIXY| TEAKTIXY] CUVLOTOUUE
™ Y01 yNon tovidytotov 0.4 mg puiluol €mg 1
mg ,0¢ OAEC TIC YUVAIRES OVOTOQOYWYLHNG NAriog
naBNuUeQIVA, TOELS UVES TTEO TS CUMAYNG, xaBOAN
™ OLdoreLn TG ®UNONG ®ow ot hoyeia Yo 4 €wg 6
efdouades 1) 6oo dwaprel n yohovyio. T T TOGAN-
YN ETAVEUPAVIONG CUYYEVAV AVOUCALDV ®ow AANZ
omawtovvran 5 mgr gulxot oEEmg o ™G OUMY-
Yng xou yro T wpateg 12 efdouddeg g xunong. T
TO VITOAOUTO ALAOTNUAL TG KUNONG ROL THG  AOYEIOS
omawteiton 0.4 €mg 1 mgr QuAlxoy oE€éwe. Tnv Bl
doooroyia yoeldtoviow ®ou oL emitones VYNAOU Riv-
dvvou pe voooug Gmmg M emAnpia, 0 CoxyamONg
dwaprimg, n mayvoapxio (BMI > 35 kg/m?).

AT TV LaTOLRY ROLVOTITOL ALTTALTETOL 1] EVIUEQMOT)
TOU YEVIXOU TANOVOUOU YLt TOL OPENT TS YOONYNONS
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Summary

Neural tube defects (NTD) include a wide range of
congenital anomalies. Their incidence is estimated as
1/1000 pregnancies. This review identifies the indica-

tions and the benefits of the prenatal administration
of folic acid. For decades, the folic acid has served
the Obstetricians as a valuable tool in order to
achieve a positive pregnancy outcome. A plethora of
well designed studies suggest that the systematic ad-
ministration of folic acid prenatally decreases the inci-
dence of NTD as well as other congenital anomalies.
We reviewed the literature through a thorough search
in the PubMed, the Medline and the Cochrane Data-
base. This review describes the physiologic role of
folic acid in the fetal development, its role in the
pathophysiology of the NTDs, the recommended
dosage regimen and the role of a healthy diet.

Key words: folic acid, neural tube defects, congenital anom-
alies, prevention
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